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EU Green Deal – Fit for 55 – NAIADES 3

„As one of the most CO2-efficient 

transport modes available, inland 

waterways have the potential to play a 

central role in decarbonising our transport 

systems. Yet today, our canals and rivers 

carry just 6% of EU freight.“  

Adina Vălean

Action plan NAIADES III

Target:               IWT – share increase till 

2030 by 25%

IWT – share increase till 

2050 by 50%



Pro Danube International
Actors engagement

Investments 
(asset owners)

Industry
(Shippers, Port 
operators)

Infrastructure
(waterway 

administrations, EU) 

① Stable minimum fairway conditions
② Secured depth of entrance to Ports and Port basin 
③ Equal treatment of modes of transport

① Technological jump – greening, energy 
       efficiency & competitiveness 
② Agri products drive profitability – need 
       multi-modality solution or constant 
       cargo supply
③ Job attractiveness 

① Provide framework for 
       Port Services on Demand
② Weather independency



2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Action by PDI
 

To avoid situations like in 2021 and 2022, 
when it came to complete stand still on the 
Danube, we constantly monitor now the 
bottleneck @Belene islands. 

2023, first remark placed in February lead to 
dredging in April/May. 

Currently we increase pressure again, as we 
observed a missing depth deficit of about 
40-50 cm, which will definitely lead to 
troubles during low water period. 

Monitoring activity:

Water level situation - Danube



Business relations involving the Danube

Examples:
• Turkey → Austria

• Upper Danube → Turkey

• RO-RO

Proposal:
• Use selected Danube ports as 

central hubs for Turkey-relations 
with making use of synergies 
and economies of scale

• Use the Danube fairway for 
green and efficient transport



Initiatives run by Pro Danube

Danube Ports Network

Transnational IWT barrier reporting tool Electronic 
Reporting Tool for Administrative Barriers
To add inputs, please refer to 
https://www.prodanube.eu/administrativebarriers  

For details, please refer 
to: https://danubeports.eu/

https://www.prodanube.eu/administrativebarriers
https://danubeports.eu/


Initiatives run by Pro Danube

Voice of the Industry

Have your Say!

For details, please refer to: 
https://www.prodanube.eu/initiatives/have-your-say 

For details, please refer to: 
https://www.prodanube.eu/initiatives/voice-of-the-
industry 

https://www.prodanube.eu/initiatives/have-your-say
https://www.prodanube.eu/initiatives/voice-of-the-industry
https://www.prodanube.eu/initiatives/voice-of-the-industry
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Pro Danube – the voice for better infrastructure and 

innovation in Danube transport

Thank you for your attention and become member

of our Association!

www.prodanube.eu

https://www.linkedin.com/company/pro-danube

http://www.prodanube.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pro-danube
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