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“Linking Türkiye by Danube” – Danube 
transport promotion event



• With a total length of 2,845 kilometres, 
after the Volga river, the Danube is the 
second longest in Europe. Almost 2,415 
kilometres of the river (from Kelheim to 
Sulina) are navigable. The Danube flows 
through ten riparian countries on its way 
from the Black Forest (Germany) to its 
delta in the Black Sea (Romania and 
Ukraine) and is the most international 
river in the world.



• Cost-efficient means of transportation

• 24/7 availability and ample spare 
capacity

• Environmentally friendly & safe

• Relief for rail and road 
infrastructures

• Low infrastructure costs



The Danube as an axis of economic development
In its function as a transport axis the Danube 
connects key procurement, production and 
sales markets that have significant European 
importance. The gradual integration of the 
Danube riparian states into the European 
Union has led to the establishment of 
dynamic economic areas and trading links 
along the waterway. Slovakia’s and Hungary’s 
accession to the EU in 2004 followed by 
Bulgaria and Romania in 2007 and Croatia in 
2013 has seen - the beginning of a new 
phase of economic development in the 
Danube region.

With nearly 90 million inhabitants, the 
Danube region is of great economic 
interest due to its sheer size alone.



Industrial areas Agricultural areas



The logistic performance in the Region has to be in harmony to each 
other.

The countries on the route have to improve and raise in the logistic 
performance index. 
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STRONG PAST…..



A ‘frictionless transport connection’ between Europe - Türkiye and
Central Asia (up to China) would increase the benefits.





STRONG DIALOGUE WITH EU



The most sustainable transport connections 
between Europe and Central Asia- Middle Corridor

• Total trade between the EU and Central Asia has grown by 38.8 per cent in the 
last decade, from €34.2 billion in 2012 to €47.5 billion in 2022, with two-thirds 
of total trade being imports to the EU.

• Despite growing Europen-Central Asian trade, China is still the largest driver of 
cargo volumes between Europe and Asia. 



Favorable conditions will be 
created to present the 

Trans-Caspian International 
East-West Middle Corridor 

as a more efficient, 
sustainable and smooth 
than International East-
West Central Corridors, 
including by simplifying 

administrative procedures.

Ensuring uninterrupted 
operation of transportation 
corridors, customs-border 
control points and logistics 

centers.

ORGANIZATION OF TURKIC STATES– EIGHTH SUMMIT OF THE LEADERS

Vision 2040



MoU signed by: 
Türkiye, 
Qatar, 
UAE, 
Iraq



The Via Carpatia is a historical route connecting the Baltic Sea 
and the Aegean Sea/ Black Sea.
It´s the shortest route from the north to the south of Europe.



EU Perspective?



Ro-Pax Ferries Starting End of June



Covid-19 and Russia-Ukraine War…
TURKEY RE-EMERGES AS THE NEW SUPPLY HUB FOR EUROPE



TURKEY RE-EMERGES AS THE NEW SUPPLY HUB FOR EUROPE



ISTANBUL, Oct 6 (Reuters) - Sweden's flat-pack furniture giant
IKEA is planning to move more production to Turkey to minimise
problems with global supply chains and increased shipping
costs, the company's chief financial officer for Turkey said.
Products it expects to make and then export from Turkey,
including armchairs, bookcases, wardrobes and kitchen
cabinets, are currently shipped thousands of miles from east
Asia to Middle East or European markets.







European routes:
Mersin - Trieste (Italy)
Pendik – Trieste (Italy)
Çeşme - Trieste (Italy)
Ambarlı - Trieste (Italy)
Yalova - Trieste (Italy)
Yalova  - Sete (France)
Yalova-Bari (Italy)
Karasu - Constanza (Romania) – Starting end of 
June

Meditteranean routes:

Taşucu - Beirut (Lebanon)

Mersin - Lefkoşa (Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus)

Mersin - Haifa (Israel) – Jordan 

Black Sea Routes:

Haydarpaşa- Chernemorsky ( Ukraine-STOPPED AFTER THE WAR)

Zonguldak- Chernemorsky ( Ukraine – STOPPED AFTER THE WAR)

Karasu- Chernemorsky (Ukraine-STOPPED AFTER THE WAR)

Karasu-Novorossiysk (Russia)

Haydarpaşa-Novorossiysk (Russia)

Samsun –Novorossiysk - Tuapse (Russia) 

ROAD+SEA INTERMODAL CONNECTIONS



Road Transport Agreement

signed between Türkiye and China

For the first time, a bilateral road transport agreement was signed between
China and Turkey in 2017 and entered into force in 2019

opening up road transport connections from Europe to China.

INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTERS’ ASSOCIATION OF TURKEY



Chinese trucks cross Caspian Sea in Middle Corridor TIR pilot

Three Chinese TIR trucks have successfully 
completed a pilot project along the Middle 
Corridor. This marks a significant step 
forward for Chinese trucking companies 
exploring long-distance cross-border road 
transport along crucial trade corridors.



Licensed Logistic and Transport Companies

(2019-2023)

Registered vehicles for international transport

(2019-2023)

Türkiye International Road Transportation



Export Transportation exceeded 2 Mio.

%74 %71%74

%26 %29%26

% - 2% 9



Export Transportation towards Europe
Share of Turkısh Operators %66



Export Transportation towards Central Asia
Share of Turkısh Operators %50



Export Transportation towards Middle East
Share of Turkısh Operators %88



Import Transportation exceeded 1 Mio.

%68 %68%69

%32 %32%31

% 9 %18



Source: Turkish Statistic Agency
.

Turkish Export (Modal Split- USD)

Year Railway Road Maritime Air Total

2018 755.718.090 69.518.212.155 92.501.094.981 14.127.905.448 176.902.930.674

2019 973.934.916 70.727.154.434 93.953.070.221 14.849.231.002 180.503.390.573

2020 1.284.881.440 67.404.632.832 88.037.175.738 12.732.560.855 169.459.250.865

2021 1.644.123.757 88.001.105.806 116.503.633.234 18.735.586.027 224.884.448.824

2022 2.447.049.692 99.492.027.278 131.023.052.212 20.687.774.210 253.649.903.392

2023 1.957.324.539 104.815.500.262 123.247.345.269 25.512.385.172 255.532.555.242

Share 1% 41% 48% 10% 100%

Change -20% 5% -6% 23% 1%

Jan-Mar 23 538.924.887 25.746.410.995 29.689.523.493 5.413.033.207 61.387.892.582

Jan-Mar 24 444.376.049 26.194.284.640 31.555.026.589 5.397.534.320 63.591.221.598

Share 1% 41% 50% 8% 100%

Change -18% 2% 6% 0% 4%



Turkish Import (Modal Split- USD)

Year Railway Road Maritime Air Total

2018 1.305.206.145 59.717.073.831 118.210.823.653 28.756.744.823 207.989.848.452

2019 1.448.245.009 55.102.358.704 97.737.760.736 29.238.406.450 183.526.770.899

2020 2.136.481.877 60.691.935.744 99.260.695.002 39.260.477.529 201.349.590.152

2021 2.890.978.344 69.667.999.705 139.356.455.721 26.057.025.313 237.972.459.083

2022 2.966.504.741 83.581.119.949 173.136.638.311 38.582.412.680 298.266.675.681

2023 1.994.111.478 96.580.050.939 169.647.114.674 53.840.524.865 322.061.801.956

Share 1% 30% 53% 17% 100%

Change -33% 16% -2% 40% 8%

Jan-Mar 23 558.213.786 24.520.237.895 40.757.683.236 15.918.194.390 81.754.329.307

Jan-Mar 24 598.988.528 23.609.739.072 38.593.570.397 10.972.321.707 73.774.619.704

Share 1% 32% 52% 15% 100%

Change 7% -4% -5% -31% -10%

Kaynak: TÜİK 
Not: Taşıma modlarında sabit ulaşım tesisatı ve gizli veriler dahil edilmemiştir.



Road Transportation/Export in the Region

2023 Germany

Turkish German Others Total

130.105 4.379 21.952 156.436

83% 3% 14% 100%

2023 Austria

Turkish Austrian Others Total

13.461 207 3.049 16.717

81% 1% 18% 100%

2023 Slovakia

Turkish Slovakian Others Total

5.236 1.298 2.397 8.931

59% 15% 27% 100%

2023 Croatia

Turkish Craoatian Others Total

4.137 652 3.869 8.658

48% 8% 45% 100%

2023 Serbai

Turkish Serbia Others Total

10.984 27.595 709 39.288

28% 70% 2% 100%

2023 Romania

Turkish Romanian Others Total

54.974 50.672 2.206 107.852

51% 47% 2% 100%

2023 Bulgaria

Turkish Bulgarian Other Total

38.673 49.878 2.173 90.724

43% 55% 2% 100%

2023 Moldovia

Turkish Moldovian Others Total

4.161 6.349 1.640 12.150

34% 52% 13% 100%





Danube Region Hinterland…



Why to connect?

• The Danube can open the EU to its near neighbours, the Black Sea 
region, the South Caucasus and Central Asia

• the Region: – is where Europe opens to the east. Existing transport and 
trade links must be developed (e.g. through the TRACECA transport 
network connecting the EU through the Black Sea region to the Caucasus 
and Central Asia); 

• Connecting Europe and Asia is very important, especially for countries 
in the Central Asian region and the Danube region. Especially for land 
locked countries without a direct access to the sea, a good transport 
infrastructure is essential.



Thank You for your attention!


